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1 26 International yournal of Ethics. 

Geschichte der Ethik in der neueren Philosophie. Von Friedrich Jodl, 
0.6., Professor der Philosophie an der Deutschen TJniversitat zu Prag. I. Band: 
Bis zum Ende des 18. Yahrhunderts ; mit einer Einleitung fiber die antike und 
christliche Ethik. II. Band: Kant und die Ethik im 19. Yahrhundert. Stutt- 
gart: J. G. Cotta, 1882-89. Pp. xi., 446, and xiii., 608. 
Professor Jodl's work is the most complete and the best presentation of the 
history of ethics which German literature possesses ; and I do not think it is ex- 
celled by any English or French work. As of both the works just reviewed, 
one can say also of this, that it is not the product simply of industry and of the 
understanding, but of character. The pulse-beat of the approaching twentieth 
century can be plainly detected in it. And it is attractively written and there- 
fore not limited in its circulation to scholarly circles. 

This is not the place to bring forward objections to the author's historical or 
philosophical conception of particular points. They would apply especially to 
the first volume ; the second, published six or seven years later, shows how much 
the author's sphere of thought in the mean time had been cleared, corrected, and 
developed. The chapters on Kant, Feuerbach, Comte, and on the religious 
question are especially masterly. And the words with which, he closes his ex- 
position of the relation between positivism and spiritualism brings home an im- 
portant truth, — " The opposition is growing continually sharper between the pow- 
ers of the past and the minds of the future ; more and more faint begin to sound 
the voices of the mediators ; it is becoming more and more certain that victory 
belongs only to those who are wholly uncompromising ; more and more urgent 
becomes the decisive choice." The closing words of the whole work are these : 
" The ideal in us and faith in its increasing actualization through us : this is the 
formula of the new religion of humanity, with which Mill's thoughts come to- 
gether into unity; the supplement to that protest of poetic pessimism, the point 
of most intimate contact of Mill with the most progressive thinkers of the two 
other great civilized nations, Comte and Feuerbach, that, in a word, is the problem 
of the future. The day will come when the rays of thought which now cause 
only the highest, freest mountain-peaks to glow will illumine humanity to its 
lowest depths." 

G. v. G. 

William Lloyd Garrison, 1805-79. The Story of his Life told by his 

Children. Vol. I. 1805-35 (Pp- xx -» 5 22 )- Vol. II. 1835-40 (Pp. xi., 480). 

Vol. III. 1841-60 (Pp. xii., 509). Vol. IV. (Pp. ix., 425). New York : The 

Century Co., 1885-89. 
William Lloyd Garrison. Autorisirter Auszug aus William Lloyd Garrison, 

1805-79. The Story of his Life told by his Children. Von Georg von Gizycki. 

Berlin: A. Asher & Co. 1890. Pp. vi., 145. 

Garrison's biography is not only an historical, but also an ethical reading-book 
of the highest order, a well of enthusiasm, of hope and gladness for all who 
would devote their energies to the happiness of the human race. On the twen- 
tieth anniversary day of the founding of the Liberator — Garrison's renowned 
paper — a Boston lawyer, Charles List, challenged Garrison to write his life. 
" Such a work," said he, " would be a biography which among those of this 
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century would be most read and valued for many centuries, and would in some 
measure enable posterity to have with them that presence which I desire for 
them." " We have," continued he, " one distinguished autobiography in this 
country. I believe it is not surpassed by any in the w orld. It is that of Benja- 
min Franklin. It is a simple story. It tells the experience of an excellent and 
a great man. But it is not connected with any great leading idea, and cannot 
serve as a foundation-stone for an historical movement. That for which I ask, 
if it will be given, will be the greatest contribution which literature has made to 
the cause of liberty." Garrison did not write his biography ; but the work of his 
sons, which is before us, is, in the material, the same thing, and is perhaps com- 
pleter and more to be trusted. It consists in great part of passages from Garri- 
son's own speeches, from newspaper articles, and letters, and of contemporary 
notices, from print and manuscript, by his friends and enemies ; it is therefore 
free from the mistakes of memory, which cling almost inevitably to an autobiog- 
raphy. The diligence, thoroughness, impartiality, and literary skill of the 
editors are admirable. The work does not simply portray with conscientious 
fidelity the life of one of the most distinguished men of the nineteenth century ; 
it is at the same time a trustworthy, condensed history of the great anti-slavery 
movement, whose founder and moral leader Garrison was. No one, therefore, 
who would study the history of America or of moral reforms should fail to read 
these volumes. And they are at the same time highly interesting ; they read not 
unlike an exciting romance. 

G. v. G. 

Wheelbarrow: Articles and Discussions on the Labor Question. 

Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co., 1890. Pp. 303. 

Readers of the Chicago Radical Review (now defunct) will remember with 
what interest and keen curiosity they followed a course of articles which ap- 
peared in its pages, a few years ago, over the signature " Wheelbarrow." These 
articles and others by the same hand have since appeared in The Open Court, 
and are now gathered into handsome book-form, prefaced by an all too brief auto- 
biography. The author's name is not given, but, we believe, is well understood 
to be General M. M. Trumbull. The articles are upon various phases of the 
"4abor question," and are written in a style that might well be envied by many 
men who have had all the advantages of university training. There is a clear- 
ness of statement, a lightness of touch, a picturesqueness, a play of humor, a 
sense of form and proportion that lift many of them to the level of " literature," 
— a position, it is needless to say, which ordinary economical writing does not 
attain. Yet the writer was a poor English boy, at the age of thirteen worked at 
the rate of a dollar and a quarter a week for thirteen hours a day, became a 
Chartist, and after emigrating to this country (in an emigrant ship where sixty- 
two out of the four hundred passengers died en route, such were the pestilential 
conditions of the vessel) took his first job as a roustabout in unloading a schooner, 
and soon was working with wheelbarrow, pickaxe, and shovel on a railroad. 
Later, indeed, owing to the freedom of opportunities in this country, he became 
a lawyer, member of a State Legislature, and brigadier-general on the Union side 
in the Civil War. The writer of this notice knows the influence which General 



